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          UCSF’s innovative, collaborative approach to patient care, research and education spans disciplines across the life sciences, making it a world leader in scientific discovery and its translation to improving health.
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We're Looking for Great Postdocs


Now accepting applications for fellowships in Exposure Science and Industry Influence


LEARN MORE




  





  
    



Microplastics Can Harm Fertility


New CalSPEC report examines health harms and policies to mitigate microplastics.
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Strengthening Chemical Policy


Experts recommend improvements in how science is used in EPA's decision-making process.
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Public Opinion on Chemicals


What do people think about chemicals and chemical regulations?
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Melamine and Pregnancy


We found high levels of the cancer-linked chemical in pregnant women.
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    Welcome to PRHE  

Our mission is to create a healthier environment for human reproduction and development through advancing scientific inquiry, clinical care and health policies that prevent exposures to harmful chemicals in our homes, workplaces, and communities.
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    Turning our science into action  



  
  
    




  
    Research  

PRHE conducts groundbreaking, multi-disciplinary research that answers important questions of how chemicals and contaminants in our homes and environment affect fertility, pregnancy, and fetal and child development.
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    Policy  

PRHE identifies and communicates how science should be used in policymaking to protect health and is a leading scientific voice on EPA’s problematic implementation of the updated Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA).
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    Education and Communications  

PRHE is a leader in connecting the environment to pregnancy, prenatal health, and women’s health and works with major medical organizations to issue guidance on reducing chemical use and preventing harmful exposures.
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    Microplastics in Bottled Water Are More Abundant Than Previously Thought

    
      Everyday HealthJanuary 08, 2024News
    

    Drinking water from disposable plastic bottles may be passing hundreds of thousands of potentially harmful tiny plastic particles into our bodies, a new study finds.

  



    

  
      
            
  
          
  
    
      
    

  

  
    Stakeholders Clash Over Path For Arsenic Assessment Ahead Of SAB Review

    
      Inside EPAJanuary 03, 2024News
    

    On the eve of a Science Advisory Board (SAB) peer review, environmentalists, industry groups, the water sector and academics are at odds over the next steps for EPA’s Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) assessment of inorganic arsenic, with some urging the agency to make major changes to its draft while others say it should quickly finalize the document.

  



    

  
      
            
  
          
  
    
      
    

  

  
    The fight to clean up the toxic legacy of semiconductors

    
      The VergeDecember 08, 2023News
    

    President Joe Biden has promised to revitalize American manufacturing. Longtime Silicon Valley residents hope hazardous chemicals won’t be coming back with it.

  



    

  
      
            
  
          
  
    
      
    

  

  
    EPA Readies Proposed Overhaul Of TSCA Risk Evaluation ‘Framework’ Rule

    
      Inside EPAOctober 18, 2023News
    

    EPA could soon release its long-awaited proposal to rewrite the Trump-era rule governing TSCA risk evaluations of existing chemicals after it cleared White House review, teeing up what is expected to be codification of changes the Biden administration has already made to the toxics program, though some stakeholders have pushed for a broader approach.

  



    

  
      
            
  
          
  
    
      
    

  

  
    Texas quietly moves to formalize acceptable cancer risk from industrial air pollution. Public health officials say it’s not strict enough.

    
      The Texas TribuneOctober 13, 2023News
    

    The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has quietly proposed maintaining a target cancer-risk level for air pollution permits that scientists and public health officials consider inadequate to protect public health, especially for communities like those east of Houston that are exposed simultaneously to many sources of industrial emissions.

  



    

  
      
            
  
          
  
    
      
    

  

  
    Opinion: What Industry Knew About the Perils of PFAS

    
      UndarkSeptember 28, 2023News
    

    For decades, the chemical industry has shown a pattern of promoting its products to the public without disclosing their harms. We have now found that for chemicals known as PFAS, this industry practice has been harming our health once again.

  



    

  
      
            
  
          
  
    
      
    

  

  
    Environmental Justice Update: EPA Publishes Cumulative Risk Assessment Comments

    
      The National Law ReviewSeptember 25, 2023News
    

    While increased enforcement resulting from increased federal focus on environmental justice (EJ) issues poses risk to many businesses how (and perhaps whether) the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) assesses and addresses EJ-related “cumulative risk” issues has the potential to create even more uncertainty.

  



    

  
      
            
  
          
  
    
      
    

  

  
    Common PFAS Chemicals Linked to Cancers in Women

    
      HealthDaySeptember 19, 2023News
    

    Harmful "forever" chemicals are widespread in the environment, and new research hints they pose a particular health risk to women.
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    Petrochemical proliferation contributing to rise in health problems

    
      March 06, 2024Clinical Practice
    

  


    

  
      
            
  
          
  
  
    
  



  
    Safeguard loved ones from toxic chemicals

    
      February 15, 2024Guest Contributor
    

  


    

  
      
            
  
          
  
  
    
  



  
    Life is a (polluted) highway: How exposure to traffic pollution impacts health

    
      February 06, 2024Air pollution
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    Tweets by UCSF_PRHE


  





  





  
    
  
    Videos  

See all videos





  
  
    


Mission in a minute


  





  
    


5 Years after TSCA Reform: Strengthening Health Protection Through Science


  





  
    


60 MiNueTs: Toxic


  





  
    


CNN Special Reports - A Toxic Tale: Trump's Environmental Impact


  









  








  


  
  


  



  

              

    


              
                            

      
    



    
      
        
    

    
  
    UCSF Program on Reproductive Health and the Environment

Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology & Reproductive Sciences

Box 0132

490 Illinois Street, Floor 10

San Francisco, CA 94143 (94158 for FedEx)

Email: [email protected]

Phone: 415-476-3197
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