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          UCSF’s innovative, collaborative approach to patient care, research and education spans disciplines across the life sciences, making it a world leader in scientific discovery and its translation to improving health.
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We're Looking for Great Postdocs


Now accepting applications for fellowships in Exposure Science and Industry Influence


LEARN MORE




  





  
    



Microplastics Can Harm Fertility


New CalSPEC report examines health harms and policies to mitigate microplastics.


READ MORE




  





  
    



Strengthening Chemical Policy


Experts recommend improvements in how science is used in EPA's decision-making process.
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Public Opinion on Chemicals


What do people think about chemicals and chemical regulations?
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Melamine and Pregnancy


We found high levels of the cancer-linked chemical in pregnant women.
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    Welcome to PRHE  

Our mission is to create a healthier environment for human reproduction and development through advancing scientific inquiry, clinical care and health policies that prevent exposures to harmful chemicals in our homes, workplaces, and communities.
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    Turning our science into action  
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    Research  

PRHE conducts groundbreaking, multi-disciplinary research that answers important questions of how chemicals and contaminants in our homes and environment affect fertility, pregnancy, and fetal and child development.
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    Policy  

PRHE identifies and communicates how science should be used in policymaking to protect health and is a leading scientific voice on EPA’s problematic implementation of the updated Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA).




View Policy
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    Education and Communications  

PRHE is a leader in connecting the environment to pregnancy, prenatal health, and women’s health and works with major medical organizations to issue guidance on reducing chemical use and preventing harmful exposures.
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    Plastic chemicals are inescapable — and they’re messing with our hormones

    
      GristMarch 22, 2024News
    

    If you were to create a recipe for plastics, you’d need a very big cookbook. In addition to fossil fuel-based building blocks like ethylene and propylene, this ubiquitous material is made from a dizzying amalgam of more than 16,000 chemicals — colorants, flame retardants, stabilizers, lubricants, plasticizers, and other substances, many of whose exact functions, structures, and toxicity are poorly understood.
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    Petrochemicals Are Killing Us, a New Report Warns in the New England Journal of Medicine

    
      Inside Climate NewsMarch 18, 2024News
    

    Use of petroleum-based chemicals skyrocketed during the postwar era, most of them entering the market with little concern for safety. Now, mounting evidence links petrochemicals to the rapidly rising prevalence of a slew of chronic and deadly conditions, a review published in the New England Journal of Medicine warned earlier this month.
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    EPA Sets Tough Limits For EtO Sterilizers But Eases Compliance Options

    
      Inside EPAMarch 14, 2024News
    

    EPA has released its long-awaited final rule setting tougher limits on emissions of the solvent ethylene oxide (EtO) from commercial sterilizers, tightening existing limits, setting new limits, eliminating exemptions for facility startup and shutdown -- but also offering a two-year compliance extension, and finalizing “site-wide” flexible compliance options.
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    Microplastics may be new risk factor for cardiovascular disease, researchers say

    
      Los Angeles TimesMarch 07, 2024News
    

    Add one more likely culprit to the long list of known cardiovascular risk factors including red meat, butter, smoking and stress: microplastics. In a study released Wednesday in the New England Journal of Medicine, an international team of physicians and researchers showed that surgical patients who had a build-up of micro and nanoplastics in their arterial plaque had a 2.1 times greater risk of nonfatal heart attack, nonfatal stroke or death from any cause in the three years post surgery than those who did not.
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    New report highlights impact of roadway air pollution on indoor air quality

    
      UC Davis Health NewsMarch 07, 2024News
    

    People who live near major roadways in California continue to be at risk of developing respiratory, cardiovascular and reproductive health problems, despite the state’s push for clean energy policies, UC Davis Health researchers told the state Legislature in a new report.
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    “Explosive growth’ in petrochemical production linked to increases in cancers and other diseases in new report

    
      The New LedeMarch 06, 2024News
    

    Chemical pollution tied to fossil fuel operations is not only driving harmful climate change but is also posing dire risks to human health at levels that require aggressive private and public efforts to limit exposures, warns a new analysis published in the New England Journal of Medicine on Wednesday.
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    Microplastics linked to a greater risk of heart attack and stroke

    
      New ScienceMarch 06, 2024News
    

    People with artery plaques containing microplastics are more likely to have a heart attack or stroke than those with plastic-free plaques, suggesting microplastics may contribute to heart disease.
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    ‘Explosive growth’ in petrochemical production poses risks to human health

    
      The GuardianMarch 06, 2024News
    

    Chemical pollution tied to fossil fuel operations poses serious risks to human health, warns a new analysis published in the New England Journal of Medicine on Wednesday.
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    Researching and countering an industrial disease epidemic

    
      March 21, 2024Event
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    We applaud EPA for new rule reducing EtO emissions

    
      March 14, 2024News Release
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    Petrochemical proliferation contributing to rise in health problems

    
      March 06, 2024Clinical Practice
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    Videos  

See all videos
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Mission in a minute
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5 Years after TSCA Reform: Strengthening Health Protection Through Science
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60 MiNueTs: Toxic
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CNN Special Reports - A Toxic Tale: Trump's Environmental Impact


  









  








  


  
  


  



  

              

    


              
                            

      
    



    
      
        
    

    
  
    UCSF Program on Reproductive Health and the Environment

Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology & Reproductive Sciences

Box 0132

490 Illinois Street, Floor 10

San Francisco, CA 94143 (94158 for FedEx)

Email: [email protected]

Phone: 415-476-3197
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